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THIS MONTH’S TOPIC:
ALLOWANCE: A LIFE SKILL BUILDER

VALUING PEOPLE. VALUING MONEY.

Allowance plays a crucial role in shaping a
child’s development. It fosters important life
skills, instills a sense of responsibility, and
promotes financial literacy. Allowance can
be a powerful tool for teaching important life
lessons.

Allowance is money parents or caregivers
give to their children on a regular basis to
teach them money management skills. Giving
children an allowance is a personal decision for 
each family that may depend on disposable
income or household expectations. Some
parents tie allowance to specific chores while
others provide a fixed amount each week or
month.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
One of the main benefits of giving children
an allowance is to teach money management.
When children receive a fixed amount of
money regularly, it is easier to understand
how to budget. They learn to save their
money for various reasons, such as saving for
a desired toy, spending on daily needs such
as lunch, or giving to charitable causes. This
early exposure to financial decision-making
lays the foundation for responsible money
management later in life.

WORK ETHIC 
Allowance also teaches children the value of
hard work. Many parents give allowance for 
the completion of chores. By associating 
money with effort, children develop a strong 
work ethic and understand that rewards are 
earned through dedication and responsibility. 
This connection between work and reward
prepares children and teens for adulthood.

GOAL SETTING
Allowance is a practical tool for teaching 
children about goal setting. Whether it’s 
saving for a new toy, a special event, or a long-
term investment, children learn to set goals 
and work toward them. This is a valuable skill 
that goes beyond financial matters.



ALLOWANCE ALSO PLAYS A ROLE IN NURTURING
EMPATHY AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.

DECISION-MAKING
Receiving an allowance allows children to
make choices about spending. “Do I buy
what I can afford today, or do I wait and
save more money for the nicer option?”
This fosters critical thinking and decision-
making skills. Children must evaluate their
priorities, make trade-offs, and consider
the consequences of their choices. Such
decision-making experiences contribute to
the ability to analyze and solve problems
which are essential skills in life.

EMPATHY
Allowance also plays a role in nurturing
empathy and social responsibility. Parents can
encourage children to give some of their
allowance to charitable causes or community
projects. This practice can expand a child’s
understanding of others’ needs and teaches
them to give back. These early lessons in
generosity and compassion create individuals
who are mindful of the needs of others.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
As children grow, the lessons learned
through allowance provide a foundation for
understanding financial literacy concepts.

Understanding the basics of budgeting,
saving, and making informed financial
decisions is crucial in making wise decisions
later. Individuals who have been exposed to
these concepts through allowance are
better equipped to manage money, avoid
debt, and plan for their future.

The value of allowance extends far beyond
the simple act of receiving money. It is
a tool for building life skills, responsibility,
and financial literacy. Allowance can
contribute to the overall development of
children, shaping them into more
responsible, thoughtful, and money-wise
individuals.
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